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British insurance market actively to undertake an investigation
into the insurance problems. An approach was therefore made
to the United Kingdom Atomic Energy Authority and, as a
result of this, a meeting took place in April, 1954, between
Sir John Makins (then General Manager, "Commercial Union"),
the Chairman and Deputy-Chairman of the Fire Offices' Com-
mittee, and Dr. W. G. Marley, of Harwell. In this way the first
step was taken towards clarifying in the minds of insurers in the
United Kingdom the nature of the hazards to be expected as a
result of the development of atomic energy.
In 1953, Mr. W. H. Forster (Chief Engineer and Manager,
" Insurance Engineers ") was approached by the U.K.A.E.A. with
a view to the insurance of auxiliary plant connected with experi-
mental apparatus designed for use in projected atomic power
stations for the like of which it was understood that industry
might in the future require insurance. In May, 1954, Mr.
Forster was invited to discuss with the U.K.A.E.A. certain insur-
ance features of such power stations. As a result of this approach,
Sir Edward Ferguson (Managing Director, " Phoenix ") suggested
in the following month the setting up of an informal insurance
panel. This was done and comprised Mr. W. H. Forster, Mr.
H. C. Brown (Manager, " Ocean" Engineering Department)
and Mr. R. W. Musson (London Fire Manager, " Royal "). The
panel recommended that the Associated Insurers (British Elec-
tricity) Management Committee, which was concerned with the
insurance needs of the then Central Electricity Authority, should
investigate the subject. The Authority, as the suppliers of elec-
tricity for the United Kingdom, was expected to be the first to
operate power reactors.
Little progress was made in the immediately succeeding
months, but on 10th January, 1955, Sir Edward Ferguson took
the chair at a meeting of The Insurance Institute of London,
when Mr. P. T. Fletcher, then Deputy-Director, Engineering
Services, United Kingdom Atomic Energy Authority, Risley,
delivered a lecture on " The Industrial Application of Atomic
Energy." At an informal party after the lecture Sir Edward
Ferguson explained to the lecturer the desire of the insurance
market to prepare itself to play its full part in the approaching
atomic age. A short time after this an invitation was received
by Mr. J. W. J, Levien (then General Manager, "Atlas," and
Chairman o£ the British Insurance Association) from Sir
Christopher Hinton (who had heard of the interest of insurers
also from Sir Edwin Plowden) for an insurance representative
to serve on the Reactor Operations Panel of the U.K.A.E.A.

